Press release from OrganicTargets4EU
November 4th, 2025

This press release was originally published by TP Organics

ORGANIC

TARGETS
LEU

New Strategic Research & Innovation Agenda from TP Organics
and OrganicTargets4EU sets direction for organic and agroecological

research in Europe

The new TP Organics Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA), titled “Vision for Future

Organic and Agroecological Research: Triple Lead for Sustainable Food Systems”, is launched today

at the Organic Innovation Days in Brussels.

The mission of TP_Organics, the European Technology Platform (ETP) for Research & Innovation
into Organics and Agroecology, is to shape research & innovation for organic and other agroecolog-
ical approaches that contribute to sustainable and resilient food and farming systems. This is why
TP Organics develops research & innovation agendas and roadmaps for research action at EU and

national level.

The new Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda is being launched today. The SRIA is developed

with the contribution of the OrganicTargets4EU project, in preparation of the upcoming European

Competitiveness Fund and the next Horizon Europe programme (2028 -2034). The final project con-
ference of the OrganicTargets4EU project is taking place tomorrow, 5 November, back-to-back with

the Organic Innovation Days.
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The SRIA development process was highly participatory and built on contributions from OrganicTar-
gets4EU practice partners and their national networks. FiBL Europe, as scientific coordinator, con-
solidated inputs from practice partners and stakeholder events such as BIOFACH Science Day and
the Organic Innovation Days, identifying three main research themes and 35 research questions in

collaboration with IFOAM Organics Europe and TP Organics.

Thiinen Institute, ICROFS, and COISPA contributed expertise respectively on research priorities, pol-
icy and funding perspectives, and organic aquaculture. Practice partners from eight focus countries
— Austria, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Hungary, and Romania — organised national work-
shops to identify and validate research needs. These national inputs, reviewed collectively during
the Organic Innovation Days 2024, ensured that the SRIA reflects Europe’s diverse organic and

agroecological contexts.

Read the full OrganicTargets4EU contribution to SRIA here

Triple wins for sustainability

Today'’s research and innovation influence tomorrow’s food and farming systems. This is why the
new SRIA identifies key research needs for the organic sector, while also addressing broader priori-
ties for the transition towards agroecology. The main part “Research & Innovation Priorities” is di-

vided into three lead areas, or “triple wins for sustainability” that make up TP Organics’ vision:

e Leading for the environment, biodiversity and the climate
e Leading for people, communities and sustainable livelihoods
e Leading for responsible innovation
The SRIA reflects two years of extensive consultation with farmers, researchers, and other stake-

holders in the organic sector and the agroecology movement.

"The new Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda shows that research in organic and agroecology
is strategic for Europe’s competitiveness and resilience. It calls for bold investment in innovation that
benefits the environment, people, and responsible progress”, says Bram Moeskops, Managing Director

at FiBL Europe and Scientific Coordinator of the new SRIA.

Policy recommendations


https://organictargets.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/D5.1-Strategic-Research-and-Innovation-Agenda.pdf

The final section in the SRIA provides key recommendations for policymakers working on Horizon
Europe, including the European Partnerships, to boost the impact of R&I through inclusive govern-

ance:

e Treat organic and agroecological R&I as priorities in the European Competitiveness Fund
(ECF) and Horizon Europe: 30% of the budget dedicated to agri-food under Policy Window
"Health, bioeconomy, agriculture and biotechnology" in the ECF and Horizon Europe should
be ring-fenced to organic R&I needs

e Reinforce the multi-actor approach in R&I calls to ensure public funding delivers actionable
outcomes for end-users and to bridge the gap between conception and market deployment.

e Mainstream Financial Support to Third Parties in relevant topics to widen participation, re-
duce administrative friction for newcomers, and accelerate context-specific experimenta-
tion.

e Make two-stage procedures the default, especially when targeting newcomers and practice-
oriented innovation, and use lump-sum funding as a powerful simplification tool.

e Move towards smaller, modular consortia that operate faster and integrate existing living
labs and lighthouse farms as real-world testbeds.

e Promote open science, while protecting data rights, and integrity and ensure meaningful

participation of civil society and practitioners in project governance.
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Contact details

TP Organics, Maria Gernert, TP Organics Coordinator, maria.gernert@tporganics.eu

R&l Associate Manager, IFOAM Organics Europe and Project Coordinator of OrganicTargets4EU,

Ambra De Simone, ambra.desimone@organicseurope.bio

Background information

To further develop the organic sector and to make the European agri-food system at large more
sustainable and resilient, TP Organics, the European Technology Platform for Research & Innova-

tion into Organics and Agroecology hosted by IFOAM Organics Europe, advocates for a substantial

increase in research funding dedicated to organic and agroecological approaches. TP Organ-
ics unites large companies, small & medium enterprises, researchers, farmers, consumers, and civil
society organisations active in the organic value chain from production, input and supply to food

processing, marketing and consumption.


mailto:maria.gernert@tporganics.eu
mailto:ambra.desimone@organicseurope.bio
https://tporganics.eu/
https://www.organicseurope.bio/

The Horizon Europe project OrganicTargets4EU project (2022-2026) “Transformation scenarios for

boosting organic farming and organic aquaculture towards the Farm-to-Fork targets” aims to support
the EU’s targets to reach 25% of agricultural land under organic farming and a significant increase
in organic aquaculture by 2030. Over three years, through scenarios analysis, stakeholder dialogues
and participatory research activities the project has identified key drivers and lock ins for the devel-
opment of the organic sector, promoted capacity building, advisory services and increased R&l in-

vestments for organic.

TP Organics is co-financed by the European Union, under the Climate, Infrastructure and Environment
Executive Agency (CINEA). The sole responsibility for this communication lies with IFOAM Organics

Europe. CINEA is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information provided.

OrganicTargets4EU is funded by the European Union (Grant no. 101060368) and by the Swiss State
Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation (SERI) (Grant no. 22.00155).

Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect
those of the European Union, European Research Executive Agency (REA) or Swiss State Secretariat
for Education, Research and Innovation (SERI). Neither the European Union nor any other granting au-

thority can be held responsible for them.
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PROJECT COORDINATOR
Ambra De Simone
R&I Associate Manager | IFOAM Organics Europe
ambra.desimone@organicseurope.bio
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